
QUARTERDECK AUG/SEPT 23 
 

From the Quarterdeck – David Stone 

Sailing Notices & Race Results 

DYC in the News 

Mahurangi Weekend Pics 

Race Report – Night Race to Mahurangi 

Ocean Globe Race: The DYC Connection 

Whither did you Wander? 

Social Scene : Duder Cup Centennial 
Celebrations 

Pictures from the Past 

Seatalks in February and March 

Forgotten Films and Iconc Speakers 

Fresh Stock in the DYC Library 

Boat Books Review: The Ship Beneath the Ice 

CONTENTS 

From the Quaterdeck — Tony Bullard 

Sailing Notices & Race Results 

Upcoming Races & Easter Brunch Invitation 

Laying-up Supper Fiesta! 

DYC in the News — Jazz Age Style on Display 

Seatalks in April and May 

Member News 

Pictures from the Past 

From the Archives — Tapui 

DYC Library Book Reviews 

Boat Books Review — UNCOMMON COURAGE 

— The Yachtsmen Volunteers of World War II 

 

 



QUARTERDECK DEC 23/JAN 24 
 

1 

 

FROM THE QUARTERDECK 

A REPORT FROM THE COMMODORE 
TONY BULLARD 
This is certainly a far better summer than 
last year so for those of you with boats, or 
without, I hope you have been enjoying the 
wonderful weather. The racing season is 
coming to an end with just the single-
handed race to go after Easter. Good luck 
to all doing that race and it’d be good to 
see many of you out there on the water.   

On the celebration front, we had a 
wonderful boating turnout for the Duder’s 
Cup regatta and an absolutely fabulous ball 
afterwards. Beautifully organised by our 
Social Officer on the management 
committee — Emma Cliffe —and her 
hardworking committee. It was a night 
everyone enjoyed immensely and will 
remember for some time. We’ll make sure 
we keep these highly successful 
celebration and social events carrying on 
into the future.  

Last month Mark Sigglekow and I attended 
a Council Local Board to thank them for the 
grants they have given us in the past to 
build the new club rooms and upgrade the 
kitchen. The grant they gave us back in 
2010 was substantial. 

Unfortunately, those generous days have 
probably gone but our relationship with 
council remains as our site is on Council 
land.  

One of the purposes of our meeting was to 
tell the Local Board the significant value we 
provide to our members and to the wider 
community. Anyone, regardless of 
whether or not they own a boat, is 
welcome to become a member of our club 
and we make our various facilities available 
to community groups and individuals for 
various meetings, events and other 
activities. And of course, we are a tourist 
attraction and a significant part of the 
history of Devonport.  

However, we cannot take our relationship 
with Council and with other groups for 
granted. The club is sited on extremely 
valuable public land on the coast and so 
are many other facilities and resources 
used by boating clubs throughout 
Auckland. There are other competing uses 
for this land and marine resource and it is 
increasingly coming under threat from 
alternative proposals or issues. 

Our club is not under immediate threat as 
we have two more 10-year renewal rights 
to our lease.  We have no rights to stay 
after this however. Other resources the 
boating community use are under more 
immediate threat. These include haulage 
facilities and anchoring places.  Haulage 
facilities have been declining (The Landing, 
Little Shoal Bay and Pier21) and 
anchoring/navigation places threated by 
private mooring applications (outside of 
mooring areas), marine pests (such as 
caulerpa) and aquaculture.  
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To ensure boaties’ voices are heard we can 
do such as individuals, as a club, and via our 
club affiliation networks. Our weekly news 
informs you when opportunities come up 
to get involved. Please take those 
opportunities when they arise. 

In addition, DYC is affiliated to two 
organisations that support and advocate 
for the boating community. They are 
Yachting New Zealand and the Auckland 
Yacht and Boating Association (AYBA). 
Both provide advocacy, support, training 
and networking. 

In this issue I particularly want to focus on 
AYBA.  

AYBA was founded in 1919 and the 
Devonport Yacht Club was one of its 
founders. There are currently 40 boating 
clubs that belong to the AYBA and the 
association has represented and 
advocated for these clubs and the wider 
boating community for nearly 100 years.  

I have recently joined the AYBA 
management committee and want to 
share with you some of their recent 
projects, upcoming events and future 
plans. They were submitters and appealed 
against resource consents for the 
Bayswater proposal (which diminished the 
use of the area for boating facilities) and 
private moorings in Rakino. They took out 
legal challenges to the decision of the 
Orakei Board to remove the boat haulage 
facilities at The Landing. This made the 
Local Board rethink their decision.  They 
hold informative talks for all club members 

(much like our Seatalks) and undertake 
several training courses.  

AYBA is currently developing a new 
strategic plan to improve its relationships 
with our clubs, to strengthen its standing 
and influence with our strategic 
stakeholder and partners (eg Local Boards, 
Harbour Master, Council etc) and to 
influence the various council plans and 
strategies that protect and enhance 
facilities for boaties. 

 To find out more about AYBA, you can go 
to their web site and attend the frequent 
presentations they host. 

Over the next few months, various 
member clubs throughout the region will 
be making presentations about their clubs 
so we better understand our fellow clubs 
and their issues. All are invited.  

As it is nearly the end of the sailing season, 
the next phase will be hauling out the 
boats for their annual maintenance and 
the associated ritual otherwise known as 
emptying the wallet. The things we do for 
fun! 

We have more fun events coming up over 
the winter months and the next is the 
laying-up supper which is always a great 
night for all members to get together.  

So fair winds and smooth seas for all whilst 
you enjoy the last days of Autumn and get 
out on the water as much as you can.  

Tony 
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SAILING NOTICES 

FROM THE SAILING MASTER, HUGH MAGUIRE 
February was a busy month’s sailing commencing with over 20 boats competing in the 
Mahurangi Night Race followed by the Round the Islands race in Mahurangi.  

The following week we had the Waitangi Weekend sailing events which were curtailed due to 
the weather. The single division race to Ponui was deferred to the Sunday, with the Round 
the Islands race in Ponui cancelled. 

In complete contrast, the Duder Cup Centennial Regatta was extremely well-supported by 
club boats enjoying a good breeze and competition, with 23 different boats taking part in the 
race to win the Duder Cup plus two Classics classes. Loose Unit became the first boat to ever 
win the Duder Cup four times.  

The final February race was a very light wind race to Woody Bay.  

March was also a busy sailing month with good participation in all events including a 
spectacular 3-handed Gulf rally followed by the Ladies’ Helm race the day after International 
Women’s Day, and the Rocky Bay Race. Easter racing was cancelled due to adverse weather. 

The season rounds out with the challenging single-handed race on Saturday 6 April.  

Prize-giving 2024 is on Saturday 25 May from 5-7pm at the club. Everyone welcome to 
celebrate this season’s winners.  

And finally, many, many grateful thanks to these organisation that have generously 
sponsored our racing programme this sailing season. 
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RECENT RACE RESULTS 
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DYC IN THE NEWS 
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SOCIAL SCENE 

PAULA SHELTON 
How could we not comment on the huge success of the Duder Cup Centennial Ball and 
Regatta? 

Not only was the racing hugely enjoyable with 23 boats competing for the Duder Cup plus 
more in the Classics divisions of the regatta, but the social event of the year (to date!) was 
100% subscribed and thoroughly enjoyed by all.  

Congratulations to Duder Cup Race winners Neil Saunders and Adam Cook, and Harcourts 
photo winners Bill and Jennifer Handy with their 1920’s look at the ball. Just goes to show 
how events such as these can be fantastic for social and sailing members alike. 
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SUNDAY MUSIC AND HOT BAR SNACKS 
 

Tainui Tuesdays return to set your feet tapping and your tongue on fire on the first Sunday of 
the months of April, May, June and July. This year, catering is by So French Cafe bringing you 
substantial hot bar snacks for less than $20.  
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SEATALKS 
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MEMBER NEWS  
 
 

 

Congratulations to Sally Garrett and 
Neil Easton, 2024 National Flying 15 
Champions sailing the Godffather. 
Sally is the first female helm to win the 
Nationals in NZ.  

 

 

 

 

DYC members Geoff and 
Jane Evans, Grant Daniel and 
John Duder pick up some 
silverware at the Auckland 
Anniversary 184th Regatta 
prize-giving.  

 

 

Results were: 
 
Mahurangi to Resolution Passage Race: 
Line Honours, 2nd handicap - Renown 
1st Handicap - Zeppo 
 
Classic Yachts B Division  
Line honours and 1st handicap - Spray II 
 
The regatta was sailed in a fresh SW breeze which tested the boats and crew and was a 
great day’s sailing. 
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Ph: +64 9 446 1600
Fax: +64 9 446 1605

Channel 73
office@bayswater.co.nz
www.bayswater.co.nz

With 419 berths ranging from 10.5 to 40m, 
Bayswater Marina is directly across the harbour 
from Auckland and offers easy access to the 
beautiful Hauraki Gulf sailing grounds. 

Facilities include 240v power, fresh water, fuel, 
toilets & showers, laundry, boat ramp, security, 
lounge area with Sky TV and Internet. 
 
Most of the Marina slips are privately owned 
and are available for rent through the office.
Liveaboards welcome.
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PICTURES FROM THE PAST 

BY CHRIS LEECH 
This in the series of articles in which I intend to highlight some of the early historical 
photographs from the Archives of the Devonport Yacht Club.  All photographs published in 
these articles remain the property of the original owners; they are included on the condition 
that they are not reproduced in any other form without prior permission of the owner, or 
their representative. 

Can you identify the main features and location of these photos? All answers to the author: 
dds@kcbbs.gen.nz 

The answers will also be in the next newsletter. 

If there are any corrections to my answers, please let me know. If you have any photographs 
that you think would be of interest to fellow members, then please email to me, with details. 

PTO for answer’s to last edition’s photo quiz. 
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ANSWERS TO FEBRUARY /MARCH PHOTO QUIZ 
Photo 1:  The launching of Sheryl at the Devonport Yacht Club. She was built by Mac Taylor in 
16 Mays St. Mrs Taylor (Mac’s mother) is doing the honours. Frank Gimson is standing at the 
back. 

Photo 2:  A “Revolution” is in the offing. Two young club members (Abigael Clough & Shannon 
Wallace) wave the flag during a typical DYC Cruising race. The location I think from memory 
was Waikalabubu. 

Photo 3:  The attendance at the Working Bee’s is always worthwhile as the morning tea is 
always very substantial. 

Photo 4: “Truant” on the slipway in 1972. With owner and skipper Martin Foster on the left. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

SUPPLIED BY CHRIS LEECH — EXTRACT FROM THE DYC NEWSLETTER, JULY 2001 
 

  



QUARTERDECK APRIL / MAY  24 
 

- 23 - 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR OF DEVONPORT YACHT CLUB 

  

The famous Tapui portaloo incident! 
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CAN YOU HELP? 

DO YOU KNOW THIS BOAT?  
If you do, please contact Brad McDermit on 021 0228 4583.  
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DYC LIBRARY 

BOOK REVIEWS SUPPLIED BY OUR LIBRARIAN, COLIN TUBBS. 
 

BEACH BACH BOAT BARBEQUE 
PENNY OLIVER 
 
In this book you will find a collection of easy but stylish casual 
food matched with a generous serve of Ian Batchelor’s luscious 
photography and iconic images of our quintessential kiwi 
summer. 

  
 

THE JACK BROOKE STORY 
A CELEBRATION OF OF A NZ AMATEUR YACHT 
DESIGNER 
HAROLD KIDD 
 
This is a very comprehensive story of Jack’s accomplishments 
in small boat designs. He encouraged young people to share 
his passion and eventually designed two training vessels for 
young aspirants 

 

SAILING TO WIN 
ROBERT N BAVIER JNR 
 
This is most instructive and interesting guide book for all hands 
convinced that yacht racing is the finest sport on earth. 

  
 

ESSENTIAL BOAT ELECTRICS 
PAT MANLEY 
 
Simple language and clear illustrations help the reader 
understand and show how to carry out many electrical jobs 
onboard effectively and safely. 
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PRIDE IN THIER PORTS 
JOHN O’CONNELL ROSS 
 
This is a comprehensive and detailed account of NZ’s little 
ports of today and yesterday. It represents a valuable 
contribution to the understanding of our history. 

 
 

No Image Available 
 
 
 
 

JOHN WILLIAMS SAILS ON 
CECIL NORTHCOTT 
 
This an an undying tale of consideration and heroism in the 
name of           which continues down to the present day. 

  
 

ALONE ACROSS THE ATLANTIC 
FRANCIS CHICHESTER 
 
In spite of the authors innate  modesty and his mastery of 
understatement in the telling the story conveys his courage, 
determination and final victory in the battle with the elements. 
Readers will find it extremely moving as well as interesting.. 

  
 

THE VOYAGE OF MAYFLOWER II 
WARWICK CHARLTON 
 
Over three hundred years following the voyager of the original 
Mayflower that set out from Plymouth England the keel of a 
replica was laid at Brixham in Devon, as the first step in an 
Anglo-American project to commemorate that voyage of the 
pilgrim fathers, symbol of the common heritage of the English 
speaking peoples to bring home to people on both sides of the 
Atlantic Ocean the close links between Britain and the United 
States and to found a trust which would establish scholarships 
for study and exchange visits between the two countries..   

 

SPUN YARN 
DOUGLAS E DEEF 
 
This book contains tales of voyages long forgotten of sailor men 
who sailed strange craft on even stranger missions. 

 
 

No Image Available 
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BOOK REVIEW FROM BOAT BOOKS 
 

UNCOMMON COURAGE 
— The Yachtsmen Volunteers of World War II 

By Julia Jones. Paperback 
 

NZ$25.00  

 

As World War II loomed, almost two thousand amateur 
sailors signed up o the RNVSR with little idea of what 
would be expected of them and for how long they would 
serve, but knowing that they were offering to risk their 
lives for their country. 

 
Some were famous (such as Peter Scott and Nevil Shute) but most (such as the author’s own 
father) were not. Some were wealthy (August Courtauld returned his pay to help the war 
effort) and others were not. Whilst some had extensive sailing experience, others had very 
little, and few could ever had dreamed that they would end up acting in areas that were so 
far beyond their normal lives, as they found themselves commanding destroyers and 
submarines, and undertaking covert missions of sabotage. 
 
Some undertook the dangerous daily drudgery of minesweeping, others tackled unexploded 
bombs, engaged the enemy in high-speed attacks or played key roles in Ian Fleming’s 
famous intelligence commandos 
 
This varied crew of courageous men were given tasks requiring endurance, resourcefulness 
and quick thinking. Some died in the process, but for those who survived, their experiences 
inevitably changed them forever. Could their love of sailing and the sea survive the harsh 
realities of war? 
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PLATINUM SPONSOR OF DEVONPORT YACHT CLUB  


