
Father & Son (& Brother)
Sailing Sea Wolf NZL from South Australia to New Zealand 



Preparation 
in Freemantle



Skipper Gareth 
and crew Steve

Powered up, cutter 
gear, NB kayak on deck



Sea Wolf’s tracker 2018 
– 2022 as far as 
Esperance, WA.



Drone shot -
Where’s the kayak?









Mark McRae provided Gareth with 
excellent advice on route planning WA 
through to NSW



Early March 2022 at Port Lincoln, South 
Australia, Steve 
Sea Wolf’s crew has to head home. 
Skipper continues solo, or …? 

Lots of repairs and maintenance:
Engine: water pump, exhaust manifold 
Steering









Worries about 
meeting connecting 
flight to Port Lincoln 
until I realised the 
change in time zone 
NSW to SA

















The Spencer Gulf prawn fishery. NB Cape Catastrophe!

https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/232281/SPG_P
rawn_11_12_Stock_Assessment.pdf





My hire car helped with the 
errands and exploring the 
local area. 























Making all seaworthy over a public holiday



Getting Sea Wolf shipshape (over a holiday w/e)

Putting engine and steering back together
Repairs to:
water tank
mirror
genoa 
mains’l slides
provisioning 











The only target on AIS 
came straight for us!





American River is not 

American and does not 

have a river, but the 

VMR operator was very 

welcoming



































































https://www.weatherwatch
.co.nz/content/climatewatc
h-april-outlook-as-la-nina-
continues-to-fade-highs-
continue-to-dominate-14-
maps-video































• So much rain!



The Russians and the West. 
The gulf between us!















• Watchkeeping
• Steering
• Off-watch duties / 

activities 







On day three of the crossing 
PredictWind Offshore was forecasting 
conditions becoming unfavourable, 
especially as we closed the NZ coast. I 
didn’t an image 



These slides show what occurred and what we were avoiding!

We decided to head 120nm downwind to Lord Howe! 



Luckily I had downloaded the area 
on my phone’s Navionics and we 
had the NSW cruising guide to 
help us.





https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ball%27s_Pyramid#/media/File
:Balls_Pyramid_near_Lord_Howe_Island.jpg




















































































